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LEARNING OBJECTIVES (TRAINING GOALS):
1. Describe the methodology used to create public health recommendations, when the evidence for the reviews is limited. 2. Develop a strategy for continued solicitation of end-user and stakeholder involvement in the development of the recommendations. METHODS: CDC's Revised Recommendations for HIV Counseling, Testing, and Linkage in Non-Health-care Settings use an evidence-based approach supplementing advances in the science published in peer-reviewed journals with observations from the field and expert opinion. Initiated in 2007, comprehensive systematic reviews were conducted on four topics: targeting and recruitment; counseling; testing; and linkage and referral. Where evidence was limited, expert opinion was sought from subject matter experts including: federal employees; academicians; national partner organizations; and field staff from state and local health departments, communitybased organizations, and prevention training centers. A twoday consultation was held with diverse stakeholders to review synthesized evidence from systematic reviews. End-user and partner input was solicited through a series of teleconferences and listening sessions at national conferences. RESULTS: Recommendations were developed based on consultation outcomes, continued solicitation from stakeholders, and updates in the literature based on new evidence. An implementation plan was developed to assist in the acceptability of these recommendations among end-users. Continued solicitation with end-users and stakeholders increases transparency throughout the development process.
DISCUSSION (CONCLUSION):
A second consultation will be held to assess the quality of evidence and strength of recommendations in the draft document before vetting a draft through a peer review and public comment process. Protocols are in development to standardize the recommendation development process. TARGET AUDIENCE(S): 1. Evidence synthesizer, developer of systematic reviews or meta-analyses 2. Guideline developer
